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It was an absence that spoke vol- 
umes. 

As three days of Kennedy assassina- 
tion conspiracy theorizing drew to an 
end Saturday, one of the most remark- 
able things to emerge was the lack pf 
virtually any mention of Ricky Don 
White — the man who was supposed 
to unlock the mystery. 

After all, just 15 months ago, offi- 
cials of the JFK Assassination Center 


Meeting missing man who swore dad was killer 

in Dallas — tile same group that co- Un*» *_ 


sponsored last week's Assassination 
*. Symposium on John F. Kennedy — 
presented a huge fanfare for the unem- 
ployed handyman. Wearing a baseball 
cap. White announced that his father, 


posedly knew everything, was too sick 
to be interviewed. White’s handlers re- 
fused to name. co-conspirators they 
said they’d identified.. The secret ca- 
bles giving Roscoe White his orders 
were gone, too r- a private investiga- 


| , i t , .wu 7 T- d private uivesiiga- 

Roscoe White, kiUed the president on tor, center officials said, absconded 
the orders of the CIA. with them. 4 - 

His story was carried around the “When I hear *ome of this nonsense 
world. But then it died. . I feel a little life Dr. Frankenstein 

The diary that told all could never 4 said Mark Lane, known as the grandfa- 
be produced. Wlute s mother, who sup- ther of the conspiracy researchers be- 
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ously absent 

cause lie wrote the first book question- 
ing the Warren Commission conclusion 
thata lone gunman killed Kennedy. 

The monster is starting to move on 
its own.” 

It wasn't the first time that JFK As- 
sassination Center officials had pre- 
sented the “solution” to history's most 
famous homicide. Several conspiracy 
researchers attending the symposium 
Said U had h *P- 


Ptease see JFK, A-29 


JFK 

From A-27 


“Let's face it," began Jim 
Marrs, author of “Crossfire: The 
Plot That Killed Kennedy,” a 
comprehensive 1989 book that 
reviews the literature of conspira- 
cy theories. 

“The center said we have 
solved the assassination: It was 
Charles Nicoletti firing from the 
grassy knoll accompanied by 
Johnny Rosselli. They were em- 
phatic about it. Less than three 
months later, they said we have 
solved it: It is Roscoe White. 

“That tends to detract from 
their credibility.” 

On Saturday night, Gary Shaw, 
a co-director of the center, 
helped present yet another “reve- 
lation” — the identities of the 
“three tramps,” shabbily dressed 
men supposedly seen near the 
assassination site, and their sup- 
posed role in the slaying. 

' “It’s tile assassin of the month 
club,” said Gary Mack, a re- 
searcher who, with Lane, feels 
unsubstantiated theorizing dis- 
credits their own serious ques- 
tioning. 

To be fair, Shaw and co-direc- 
tor Larry Howard now say that 
they do not sponsor theories, on- 


ly provide a forum for them to 
be heard — although they both 
said Friday that they still believe 
most of Ricky White’s story. But 
many don’t remember it that 
way. 

“I think it is fair to say it was 
center-sponsored,” Jerry Rose, a 
New York sociology professor 
and assassination research jour- 
nal publisher, said of the White 
story. 

Howard said the White story — 
which also was being backed by 
a for-profit corporation hoping to 
sell book or movie deals — was 
floated before being fully 
checked out because of a possi- 
ble risk. “We had the news con- 
ference at that time period be- 
cause we thought there was a 
danger factor," he said. “We felt 
. . . our lives were in danger.” 

And he said much remains un- 
told; he kept Ricky White away 
from the conference because his 
investigation is continuing. 
White’s account, he added, is “ab- 
solutely true.” 

Several researchers also criti- 
cized the for-profit center for 
making money off the confer- 
ence — as well as for getting an 
$80,000 payment from filmmaker 
Oliver Stone to act as a consul- 
tant on his about- to-be-released 
movie on the assassination. 

Said Lane* “The exploration of 
the death of a president should 
not be a business.” 


